W DTS LOW  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


UBriAR* 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER OF  HEALTH 

FOB  THE  YEAR  1949 


June,  1950. 

To  the  Chairman  &  Councillors  of 
Winslow  Rural  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  &  Gentlemen, 

It  is  my  honour  to  present  the  annual  report  on  the  health 
and  vital  statistics  for  the  year  1949. 


The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  Piper,  has 
detail  the  various  public  health  inspections  and 
the  Rural  Housing  Survey  up  to  date. 


set  out  in 
particulars  of 


The  general  health  conditions  in  the  district  are  compara¬ 
tively  good  and  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
connections  to  the  main  water  supply  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Blocks  Water  Board. 

* 

Much  remains  to  be  done  on  sewerage  schemes  already  in 
being  or  contemplation  before  the  district  is  serviced  by  modem 
sanitation.  A  number  of  sewage  disposal  plants  are  antiquated 
and  will  necessitate  drastic  reconstruction  in  the  future. 

The  incidence  of  infectious  disease  was  generally  low. 

There  were  two  cases  of  poliomyelitis  notified,  but  both  were  of 
a  very  mild  type  causing  no  residual  paralysis,  but  were  treated 
as  outpatients  in  the  physio-therapy  department  of  general 
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With  the  closure  of  the  Grove  Hospital,  Linslade ,  hospital¬ 
isation  of  infectious  disease,  when  required,  is  carried  out  at 
he  Aylesbury  Isolation  Hospital,  or  one  of  the  group  under  the 
Oxford  Regional  Hospital  Board. 


Immunisation  against  whooping  cough  and  diphtheria  is  now 
performed  by  the  general  practitioners  or  the  Bucks.  County 
^©ir  _  o  linics  and  schools.  There  was  no  case  of 
diphtheria  notified  in  the  Winslow  District  during  the  year. 

I  should  like  to  express  my  thanks,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 
ior  your  helpful  assistance  throughout  the  year.  The  Staff  have 
worked  admirably  and  I  am  pleased  to  pay  tribute  to  the  happy 
team  work  which  has  resulted  in  real  progress. 


I 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  FOR  1949 


am,  Lady/  &  Gentlemen, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Medical  Officer  under  Poor  Law  Acts 
Sanitary  Inspector  &  Surveyor 
Assistant  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
Public  Health  Clerk 


Dr.  J.T.C.  Sims-Roberts . 
Dr.  P.F.  Rudd. 

Mr.  C.S.  Piper. 

Mr.  P.O.  Clarke. 

Mr.  D.W.  French. 
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EXTRACT  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1949. 


Live  Births. 

Total  107  - 

Male. 

Tamale . 

Total. 

Legitimate 

49 

52 

101. 

Illegitimate 

2 

4 

6. 

Still  Births. 

Total  3. 

Legitimate 

1 

1 

2. 

Illegitimate 

- 

1 

1. 

Deaths  of  Infants.  NIL. 


Birth  Rate  per  thousand  14.2. 

Death  Rate  11  tT  13.8. 

(Standard  Death  Rate  TT  10.2). 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  thousand  live  births  RIL. 
(There  were  no  deaths  of  children  under  1  year  reported  in 
the  District ) . 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  ( in  acres ) 

Populati on 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  31st-  December  1949 

(according  to  Rate  Book) 
Rateable  Value  (31st  December  1949) 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  (31st  March  1949) 


36,260. 

7,522. 


2,400. 
£27,869. 
£109.  15.  7. 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


During  the  year  69  cases  were  reported  of  which  11  were 
treated  in  hospital. 


.Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 

during  1949. 

Measles 

39  (50) 

Pneumonia 

4  (2) 

Bracketted  figures 

Scarlet  Fever 

17  (17) 

are  those  for  1948 

Whooping  Cough 

7  (18) 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1  (  ~  ) 

Acute  Polio-Encephalitis 

1  (") 

Tuberculosis  (respiratory)  New 

1  Cases. 

6  (2) 

ANALYSIS  OF  DEATHS. 

Tuberculosis  (respiratory) 

2. 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

1. 

Influenza 

3. 

Cancer  of  buc :  cav:  and  oe  soph. 

(M) 

1. 

"  "  TI  "  "  uterus. 

(F) 

3. 

TT  ”  stomach  and  duodenum 

6. 

tT  TT  all  other  sites 

10. 

Intra-Cranial  Vascular  Lesions 

16. 

Heart  Disease 

33. 

Other  Diseases  of  the  Circ.  System 

3. 

Bronchitis 

5. 

Pneumonia 

7. 

Nephritis 

3. 

Suicide 

2. 

Road  Traffic  Acc't 

1. 

Other  Violent  Causes 

1. 

All  Other  Causes 

7. 

.2. 

104. 

Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b30420635 


Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  &  Gentlemen, 


I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  report  for  the  year  1949. 

The  new  Sewerage  Schemes  for  the  parishes  of  Stewkley,  Drayton 
Parslow,  North  Marston  and  Winslow,  which  have  now  been  started, 
will  result  in  considerable  improvement  in  the  conditions  of  the 
parishes  concerned,  though  it  will  necessarily  take  some  time  to 
get  all  properties  connected. 

The  adequate  maintenance  of  Sewage  Disposal  Works  is  a  con¬ 
stant  problem,  but  there  has  been  considerable  improvement  arising 
from  the  adoption  of  the  suggestions  put  forward  by  the  inspecting 
sub- Committee  earlier  in  the  year. 

Water  supply,  for  an  area  of  this  nature,  is  very  good  indeed 
and  the  firm  support  given  by  the  Public  Health  Committee  whenever 
a  report  on  inadequate  supply  is  made  is  improving  an  already  high 
standard. 

With  the  inspection  of  Dairy  Harms  now  being  controlled  by  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  more  frequent  inspections  are  being  made 
of  retail  suppliers,  ice-cream  retailers,  and  food  premises  generally 

May  I  again  express  my  appreciation  for  the  continued  help  and 
consideration  offered  by  all  members  of  the  Council  and  their  Staff. 

I  am, 


Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  &  Gentlemen, 


WATER  SUPPLIES. 

The  following  new  connections  to  the  Bucks  Water  Board  mains 
have  been  reported  during  1949. 


Drayton  Parslow 

5 

Newton  Longville 

7 

East  Claydon 

2 

North  Marston 

3 

Great  Horwood 

4 

Shenley  Brook  End 

1 

Hogshaw 

2 

Stewkley 

18 

Little  Horwood 

2 

Swanbourne 

8 

Mursley 

7 

Tattenhoe 

1 

Nash 

5 

Winslow 

17 

Of  these,  7  properties  were  connected  following  the  service 
of  Statutory  Notices. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Bucks  Water  Board  for  the  following 
information.  . 

1.  Supply  throughout  the  area  has  been  at  all  times  satis¬ 
factory,  both  as  regards  quality  and  quantity. 

2.  Raw  water  is  aampled  at  approximately  monthly  intervals. 

All  reports  have  been  satisfactory. 

3.  Samples  of  the  water  from  the  distributing  mains  serving 
this  district  are  taken  monthly.  All  have  been  satisfactory. 

4.  Chemical  samples  are  taken  quarterly  at  the  source. 

All  satisfactory. 

5.  There  is  no  tendency  to  plumbo-solvency. 
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Particulars  of  water  supply  are  shown  parochially  as  follows: 


r 


Parish. 

No.  of  Dwelling 
Houses  on  Main. 

Est . 
Pop. 

No.  of  Stand 
Pipes . 

Est . 

Pop- 

Drayton  Parslow 

79 

300 

5 

18. 

Dunton 

12 

48 

3 

11 

East  Claydon 

72 

280 

4 

10 

Granborough 

45 

183 

4 

12 

Great  Horwood 

82 

313 

20 

40 

Hogshaw 

7 

14 

- 

- 

Hoggeston 

14 

48 

2 

5 

Little  Horwood 

34 

136 

8 

22 

Mursley 

73 

246 

9 

35 

Nash 

19 

56 

3 

6 

Newton  Longville 

127 

449 

11 

32 

North  Marston 

83 

300 

2 

4 

Shenley  Brook  End 

32 

124 

2 

7 

Stewkley 

208 

590 

10 

40 

Swanboume 

67 

235 

- 

- 

Tattenhoe 

3 

10 

- 

Whaddon 

49 

147 

7 

22 

Winslow 

386 

1357 

21 

66 

DRAINAGE  &  SEWERAGE . 

The  new  sewerage  scheme  for  the  village  of  Stewkley  commenced 
during  the  year  and  its  anticipated  completion  during  the  current 
year  will  remove  the  long  standing  cause  of  complaint  made  by  the 
Thames  Catchment  Board  in  respect  of  the  present  works  which  are 
to  he  abandoned.  It  will  also  improve  the  general  facilities  in 
that  area. 

Comparatively  small  works  have  been  constructed  in  connection 
with  housing  estates  in  the  following  villages  since  the  last  report. 

1.  Dunton.  2.  Hoggeston.  3.  Nash. 

At  Little  Horwood  temporary  arrangements  have  been  made  to 
utilise  an  existing  privately  owned  works. 

The  standard  of  maintenance  generally  has  improved,  though  the 
whole  system  will  have  to  be  revised  when  the  additional  new  works 
are  completed  in  the  four  parish  schemes  now  pending. 


MEAT  &  OTHER  FOODS. 

Routine  inspections  of  all  butchers’  shops  and  shops  selling 
or  preparing  food  are  carried  out.  No  slaughter  houses  operate 
within  this  area. 

Unfit  food  condemned  during  the  year  amounted  to  131  lbs., 
chiefly  in  respect  of  tinned  foods. 


FOOL  POISONING. 

No  outbreaks  have  been  notified  during  the  year. 


MILK  &  DAIRIES. 

Retail  Dairies  are  the  subject  of  routine  inspection. 

In  some  cases  there  is  room  for  improvement  in  the  method  of 
house  to  house  delivery,  but  generally  the  standard  is  satisfactory. 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION  &  DISPOSAL. 

The  fortnightly  collection  service  which  covers  the  whole 
area  continues  to  he  satisfactory.  It  has  been  noted  that  the 
bulk  of  refuse  tends  to  increase  and  the  present  facilities  are 
worked  to  full  capacity. 

Extension  of  the  service  in  any  direction  would  entail 
additional  staff  and  vehicles. 


RURAL  HOUSING  SURVEY . 

Percentages  for  the  area  are  as  follows:- 


Category  I.  Pit  in  all  respects  32$ 

"  II.  Minor  repairs  required  24$ 

TT  III.  Major  repairs  required  36$ 

TT  IV.  Suitable  for  reconstruction 

under  R.W.  Acts  4$ 

t?  V.  Hot  repairable  at  reasonable  expense  4$ 


FACTORIES  &  WORKSHOPS. 


The  following  inspections  were  carried  out  during  the  year:- 

Humber  of 

Ho.  on  Written  Occs. 

Register .  Inspections,  notices .  Pros . 


Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,2, 3, 4  &  6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

Factories  not  included  in  above 
in  which  Section  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

TOTAL 

Cases  in  which  Defects  were  fo und 

Particulars.  Found. 

Want  of  Cleanliness  3 

Ho.  of  Outworkers. 

Wearing  Apparel.  (Making,  etc.) 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  IHSPECTIOHS. 


25  52  3  HIL. 


5 

12 

niL  niL 

30 

64 

3  HIL 

Referred 

To  H.M.  By  H.M. 

Remedied. 

Insp.  Insp. 

3 

HIL  HIL. 

1. 


The  following  miscellaneous  inspections  were  carried  out  in  1949 


Water  Supplies . 49. 

Milk  So  Dairies .  52. 

Sewers  &  Drains . 75. 

Refuse  Tips  (including  Salvage) .  106. 

Huisances  Abated . . . .  .  25. 

Inspection  re  Sanitary  Accommodation .  27. 

Bakehouses .  8. 

Housing . 366. 

W.C.  Conversions . 14. 

Infectious  Disease  Visits .  15. 


I  am,  a  A 

Mr.  Chairman,  pa^Lam/ Gentlemen, 

) 
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: .  C ha  i r man ,  pad  am /  & 
Your  obediej3ftySe|V^/n 


Surveyor  &  Sanitary  (Inspector. 
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